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HOME OCCUPATION BUSINESS 
 

Home Occupations are permitted in specific zoning districts as "Allowed Accessory Uses" to the 
primary residential uses.  A home occupation is typically a small business operated in or from the 
home by the occupants of that home.  All home occupations are subject to the following limitations 
(Bremerton Municipal Code [BMC], Zoning Code Chapter 20.46.030):  
 
1. The business shall clearly be subordinate to the use of the dwelling unit for residential purposes.  
2. The business shall be wholly situated indoors. 
3. No person shall be employed in the home occupation unless a resident of the dwelling unit. 
4. There shall be no exterior display, storage or other exterior indication of the existence of the 

home occupation, except as allowed by the underlying zone. 
5. One (1) additional off-street parking space shall be provided in addition to the number of off-

street parking spaces already required for the dwelling.  The Director may waive this 
requirement if the home occupation involves Internet services that do not require customers or 
deliveries at the residence. 

6. Any sales of product shall be limited to those produced on the premises.  Products produced 
elsewhere may be allowed provided the business is primarily involved in the product's 
distribution and does not attract buyers to the property for retail or wholesale sales. 

7. Sales and services to patrons shall be arranged through appointment so that only one (1) patron 
vehicle is on the premises at any given time. 

8. Not more than fifty (50) percent of the gross floor area of the dwelling may be devoted to the 
home occupation use. 

9. The garage shall not be used in the business unless the required off-street and customer parking 
can be adequately accommodated elsewhere on the site. 

10. Home occupations involving non-automotive engine and equipment maintenance or servicing, 
beauty or barbershops, or the selling of products that are not produced on the premises shall 
require approval of a Type II Conditional Use Permit pursuant to BMC Section 20.58.020.   

11. Automotive painting, body, and engine repair, small engine repair services and any activity 
likely to produce excessive noise are prohibited as home occupations. 

12. Persons engaged in legal home occupations on the effective date of this chapter shall be 
considered legal, provided the operation is consistent with all of the above-listed performance 
standards.  Any home occupation, which was legally established but does not currently conform 
to all those standards may not expand or enlarge and shall terminate that use upon: (1) change 
of use or ownership of the property; or (2) written complaint of adjacent or nearby property 
owners after due notice and hearing is provided and if the Director determines that the home 
occupation is interfering with the use and enjoyment of the neighboring premises and is not 
compatible with the residential environment in which it is located. 
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